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The  Manitoba  School  Question. 

A   Paper  Read  Before  the  Junior  Liberal-Conserva- 
tive Association  of  St.  John,  N.   B., 

February  13th,   1894,  by  — 

DR.  J.    H.    MORRISON. 


t 


The  following  is  the  text  of  the  paper 
read  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Morrison,  before  the 
Junior  Liberal-Conservative  club,  at  its  last 
meeting: 

THE   MANITOHA   SCHOOL  QUESTION. 

At  the  present  stage  of  the  Manitoba 
RcliodI  trouble  little  is  to  be  gained  by  dis- 
cussing any  other  than  those  phases  of  the 
question  which  may  possibly  at  some  future 
time  be  submitted  to  the  electors  ot  Canada 
for  their  consideration  and  judgment. 
Technicalities  of  law,  fine  points  ot  dis- 
crimination between  different  possible  in- 
terpretations of  legal  clauses  and  phrases 
are  not  matters  with  which  those  not  learned 
in  the  law  are  competent  to  deal.  I  shall 
en<leav()r,  therefpre,  merely  to  give  you  a 
few  point-s  on  the  inside  history  of  this  im- 
portant ((uestion,  with  which  the  people  of 
the  Maritime  Provinces,  owing  to  the  great 
distance  which  separates  them  from  our 
nortii -western  country,  are  not  supposed  to 
l»e  familiar.  Naturally  the  press  of  this 
section  rarely  discusses  anything  more  than 
the  fact  that  separate  schools  once  existed 
in  Manitoba,  and  were  abolished  by  an  act 
passed  by  the  legislature  of  that  province  in 
1890.  But  whether  or  not  that  act  was  just 
and  fair  is  seldom  discussed  in  the  light  of 
the  previous  history  of  the  educational 
affairs  of  the  province,  or  of  the  circum- 
stances which  led  up  to  its  being  placed 
upon  the  statute  book. 

Haying  resided  in  Manitoba  during  a 
period  of  ten  years  immediately  p'-ior  to  the 
enactment  of  the  present  Manitoba  Schools 
Act,  which  annulled  the  system  of  separate 
schools  then  existing  in  the  province ;  hav- 
ing been  intimately  associated  with  the  de- 
velopment of  the  whole  educational  system 
from  ray  connection  with  the  Board  of 
Education  as  an  inspector  of  Protestant 
schools  ;  having  travelled  extensively 
throughout  the  entire  province;  knowing 
personally  most  of  the  public  men,  sis  well 
of  the  central  as  the  more  remote  portions 
of  the  country;  being  familiar  with  the 
political  careers,  the  declarations,  the  pub- 
licly expressed  sentiments  of  the  men  who 
■placed  upon  the  Statute  book  the  present 
l^w;  I  may  fairly  lay  claim  to  a  knowledge, 
ipore  or  less  accurate,  of  the  condition  of 
tilie  country,  the  ideas  of  the  people,  their 
b^tistaction  or  dissat  isfaction  with  the  sepa- 
i^teschool  system,  and  likewise  of  the  motives 

tf  the  men   who  precipitated  the  present 
'ouble. 
*  The  British  North  America  Act,  the  con- 
itution  of  the  Damiaion  of  Canada,  con- 


taiu-i  certain  clauses  which  will  be  quoted 
further  on,  conserving,  for  all  time,  to  any 
religious  denomination  all  exclusive  ri^^hts 
and  privileges  with  resj)ect  to  separate 
schools  enjoyed  by  them  at  the  union  "or 
thereafter  created  by  any  legislature." 

Before  the  erection  of  Manitoba  into  a 
province,  the  French  and  English  settlers 
about  Fort  Garry,  the  site  of  the  present 
city  of  Winnipeg,  maintained  their  own 
se()arate  schools  by  voluntary  contributions. 
These  schools  could  not  exist  "'by  law,"  as 
there  was  no  law  in  the  country  exce;)t  the 
will  and  pleasure  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
I)any  and  the  old  self-constituted  Council  of 
Assiniboia.  Tliey  were  controlled  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  and  Anglican  Missions. 
The  French  and  English  populations  were 
.about  equally  divided.  The  act  whicdi 
created  the  Province  ot  Manitoba,  called 
the  Manitoba  Act,  was  pa'*sed  by  the  Do- 
minion Parliament  and  again  passed  by  the 
British  Parliament  as  an  amendment  to  the 
British  North  America  Act;  and  in  respect 
to  educational  matters  contained  provisions 
similar  to  those  of  the  British  Nortli 
America  Act,  but  slightly  changed  so  as  to 
meet  the  then  existing  state  of  affairs  in  the 
North-west  Territory. 

When  the  first  legislature  of  the  new 
province  was  called  together  it  proceeded  to 
enact  a  law  which  established  a  system  of 
free  but  separate  schools.  Under  this  act 
no  Protestant  could  be  assessed  to  supfjort 
any  Catholic  school,  and  vice  versa.  The 
Board  of  Education  was  appointed  by  the 
Governor-in-Council  from  Roman  Catho- 
lic and  Protestant  clergymen  and  laymen 
from  various  parts  of  the  province.  It  was 
divided  into  two  sections,  a  Catholic  sec- 
tion and  a  Protestant  section.  These  two 
sections,  in  the  management  of  their  own 
particular  schools,  acted  entirely  indepen- 
dent of  each  otbe/,  but  for  certain  purposes 
sat  as  one  common  body. 

The  Manitoba  Act  also  provided  for  the 
use  of  the  French  language  in  the  courts 
and  legislature  of  the  province. 

My  own  convictions  are  that  a  system  of 
free  non-sectarian  schools,  horiestly  carried 
out,  is  by  far  the  best  system  for  both 
Catholics  and  Protestants.  I  believe  that 
it  tends  to  a  wider  development  of  intellect, 
more  broad  and  liberal  vie  wo  of  humanity, 
a  better  manhood,  and  more  ambitious  aim 
in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge  than  can  be 
engendered  by  denominational  control  of 
the  child's  education.     I  believe  that  it  is 


^v. 
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far  better  for  children  to  meet  and  learn  to 
know  each  other  on  the  school  benches,  m 
they  are  comt>elled  to  do  in  the  business 
relatlonH  of  ufter  life.  I  have  no  sympathy 
whatever  with  the  pretensions  of  the  Roman 

atholic  churcli  to  the  absolute  control  of 
the  secular  education  of  the  children  of 
Komau  Catholic  parents.  I  do  not  blame 
the  church  for  endeavoring  to  maintain  or 
increase  itfl  i)ower  and  influence  by  any  iust 
and  lawful  means ;  but  I  am  preparea  to 
resist  to  the  uttermost  any  invasion  or  en- 
croachment upon  the  ri|;hts  and  liberties  of 
the  State.  But  the  policy  and  acts  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church  are  not  a  part  of  the 
question  under  discussion,  tiiough  some  of 
our  statesmen  are  determined  to  look  at  tlie 
Manitoba  scliool  question  from  no  other 
l>oint  of  view.  The  great  (iuestion  is,  had 
llie  Legislative  Assembly  of  Manitoba  the 
moral  or  legal  right  to  sweep  away  the  sys- 
tem of  separate  schools  which  was  set  up  in 
1871. 

There  were  no  party  lines  in  the  Mani- 
toba Legislature  until  about  the  year  1882. 
At  tliat  time  the  government,  led  by  the 
lion.  John  Norquay,  a  Protestant  native 
liaif-breed,  a  man  of  remarkable  ability, 
iinely  educated,  a  giant  both  in  intellect 
and  physique,  a  born  leader  of  men,  be- 
came distinctly  Conservative.  Until  the 
year  1888,  when  he  and  liis  colleague  the 
Hon.  A.  A.  C.  Lariviere,  in  consequence  of 
some  dissatisfaction  over  the  granting  of  a 
subsidy  to  the  Hudson  Bay  Railway  Com- 
pany, retired  from  the  Cabinet,  the  French 
jjeople  of  the  province  loyally  supported  the 
Conservative  party.  Even  the  North-west 
rebellion  of  1885  failed  to  shake  their  al- 
legiance to  the  Conservative  p-irty  as  led  by 
Mr.  Norquay,  Many  of  the  constituencies 
were  wholly  French.  They  returned  about 
eight  or  ten  members  of  their  own  race,  re- 
ligion and  language,  who  stood  steadfast  in 
their  support  of  the  Norcjuay  government, 
and  in  those  constituencies  in  which  they 
were  in  the  minority,  they  uniformly  sup- 
ported the  Conservative  candidates.  For 
this  reason  they  were  cordially  despised  and 
detested  by  the  Liberal  opposition,  the 
members  of  which  were  seldom  backward 
in  vowing  vengeance  upon  the  French  if 
ever  they  should  obtain  the  reins  of  powir. 

Throughout  all  these  yearp,  from  1871 
until  1888,  no  complaint  was  ever  made 
with  the  workings  of  the  separate  school 
system.  No  injustice  was  complained  of  by 
anybody  in  any  public  manner.  The  ques- 
tion was  never  referred  to,  except  as  I  shall 
hereafter  relate,  on  any  platform  during 
any  election  campaign.  It  never  was  re- 
ferred to  by  any  newspaper,  Conservative  or 
Liberal.  There  was  no  Manitoba  school 
question.  The  people,  Protestant  and  Catho- 
lic alike,  were  perfectly  contented  with  the 
school  system  as  it  then  existed  ;  and  the 
Protestant  and  Catholic  population  lived  to- 
gether in  peace  and  liarmony,  and  with  per- 
fect satisfaction  with  the  school  system  as  it 
then  was.  The  Catholic  population  of  the 
province  cijnsists  mostly  of  French  half- 
breeds,  who  live  together  in  communities  or 
i<«ulements  along  the  rivers  or  around  the 
shores  of  the  lakes,  with  their  church  and 
school  in  their  midst.  The  Protestant  set- 
tiera  from  eastern  Canada  lived  upon  and 
fuitivate*!  the  wide  open  prairie.  When  a 
Roman  Catholic  settler  found  himself  sur- 
KniiMled  by   Protestant  Deighbora  he  aent 


his  children  to  the  Protcslant  school,  and 

{laid  a  small  fee  for  their  tuition.  When  a 
'rotestant  lived  in  close  proximity  to  a 
Catholic  school,  he  did  the  same.  There 
W!is  no  demand,  public  or  otherwise,  for 
any  change.  The  local  boards  of  scliool 
trustees,  Protestant  and  Catholic;,  went  on 
accjuiring  property,  erecting  expensive 
school  houses  and  etiiiipping  their  schools 
in  the  most  modern  manner. 

In  the  fall  of  188G  the  Nonpiay  govern- 
ment went  to  the  people,  its  term  of  ottice 
having  expired  by  limitation.  In  the  caui- 
paign  which  followed  I  had  occasion  to  ad- 
dress a  meeting  of  French  electors  at  Fort 
Ellice,  and  in  the  course  of  my  remarks, 
said,  "The  Libeials  are  apparently  moving 
heaven  and  vmii'n  to  secure  your  supi)ort  in 
this  election.  I  say  to  you,  French  elec- 
tors, that  if  you  transfer  your  support  to 
theo),  you  will  but  warm  to  life  a  frozen 
viper  in  your  own  bosom;  for  should  they, 
by  your  votes,  be  enabled  to  seize  the  reins 
of  power,  they  will  settle  their  bill  of  costs 
against  you  for  your  long  and  steadfast  sup- 
port of  the  Conservative  party,  by  sweep- 
ing away  your  separate  schools  and  by 
eilacing  your  language  from  the  records  of 
the  legislature."  This  was  the  first  public 
occasion  on  which  the  matter  was  ever  re- 
ferred to  in  Manitoba.  For  this  speech  I 
was  the  next  day  taken  severely  to  task  by 
the  Liberal  candidate,  Mr.  Robert  Nelson, 
who  declared  this  part  of  my  address  to  be 
an  unwarranted  libel  upon  the  honor  of  the 
Liberal  party;  and  so  incensed  was  he  that 
he  posted  right  off  to  Fort  Ellice  and  called 
another  meeting  of  the  electors  there  for  the 
express  purpose  of  denying  my  assertion, 
and  of  pledging  the  faith  of  the  entirs 
Liberal  party  to  the  conservation  of  the 
separate  school  law,  which  he  declared  to 
be  *'the  just  and  legal  right  and  privilege  of 
the  Catholic  population,  secured  to  them 
by  the  constitution  of  the  country,  which  no 
party,  much  less  the  Liberals,  would  ever 
dare  to  alter  or  destroy."  The  French  elec- 
tors, however,  went  solidly  against  Mr. 
Nelson  and  he  was  defeated. 

This  took  place  in  November,  1886.    The 
Norquay  government  was  sustained,  but  by 
a  bare  working  majority.     In  January,  1888, 
Messrs.  Norquay  and  Lariviere  retired  from 
the  ministry,  and  Dr.  Harrison,  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  became  Premier.     The  Hon. 
Joseph  Burke  accepted  office  in  the  re-or- 
ganized ministry,  which  circumstance  neces- 
sitated an  election  in  the  French  Riding  of 
St   Francois  Xavier.      The  parties  in  the 
House  were  so  evenly    balanced    that  the 
fate  of  the  ministry  depended  upon  the  re- 
sult of  this   election.    To  avoid  the  charge 
of  giving    an    account,    colored   by  party 
bias,  of  what  took  place  at  this  election,  let 
me  quote  from  a  speech   delivered  in  the 
Manitoba  legislature  by  Mr.  James  Fisher,  J 
member  for  Russell,  during  the  session  of] 
1893,    Mr.  Fisher  is  b^  all  odds  the  ablesti 
and  best  informed  public  man  in  Manitoba! 
today.    He  is  a  leader  at  the  Winnipeg  bar,] 
and  when  these  events  took  place  he  wasj 
president  of  the  Manitoba  Provincial  Liberal 
Association.      He    helped    the    Greenway 
party   into  power,  but  he  cut  loose  from 
them  on  the  school  and  railway  questions. 
He  said,  "I  now  desire  to  speak  of  a  deli-j 
cate  matter  which  may  be  somewhat  dis- 
tasteful to  some  of  those  who  hear  me,  but  \ 
I  am  bound  to  tell  the  truth  even  if  some 


are    oflenderl.      I  make  the  gniTe  charge 
that  this    iegifilation — the  abolition  of  the 
Heparule  Hchools  -  wafl  placed  upon  the  sta- 
tute book  of  thlH  province  in  defiance  of  the 
inoNt  Noleran   pledgeH   of  the  Liberal  party. 
In  January,  1888,  an  event  occurred  which 
broiiKht   the    Lilicralj  into   power    in  thin 
proving.      My  honorable   friends  had  for 
vears  been  engaKcd  in  an  effort  to  defeat  the 
Nor(|iiay  government,   in  which  I  helped 
them   all  in   my   power,  because  we  felt  it 
would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  province 
to   have  a  change.     The  crisis  came  when 
the  St.  Francois  Xavier  election  took  place 
at     the    time    I     have    mentioned.      Dr. 
Pfarrison  was  at  that  time  Premier  of  the 
province  and   he  chose  for  his  Provincial 
Secretary  Mr.  Joseph   Biirke,  who,  though 
he  bears  an  Irish   name,  is  really  a  French 
Canadian.     He  was  living  among  his  own 
people  in  the  French  district  of  St.  Francois 
Xavier,  and  had  been  elected  a  member  of 
this  House   by   acclamation  in  1886.    On 
accepting  office   he   went  back   for  re-elec- 
tion.    It  was  proposed  that  we  should  op- 
pose him,  though  I  myself  thought  it  wa.s 
useless.    Mr.  H.   F.   Francis,  an  English- 
speaking  Presbyterian,   was  asked  to  take 
the  field  against  Mr.  Burke  in  this  French 
constituency.      He    could    not  possibly  be 
elected  unless  he  got  a  large  proportion  of 
the  votes  of  the  French  Catholics.    V/ith- 
out  this  I  say   his  election  was  absolut«ly 
impossible.     When  Mr.   Francis  was  con- 
sulted by  leading  members  of  the  Liberal 
party  and  asked  to  accept  the  nomination, 
he  declared  that  he  wo'dd  not  accept  unless 
empowered   to    give  the  electors  a  pledge 
that,   if  the  Liberals  got  into  office,  they 
would  not  interfere  with  the  institutions  of 
the  French,  their  language  or  their  school 
laws.      (The    alarm     had    been    sounded 
among  the  French  after  my  address  to  the 
electors  at  Fort  Ellice  the  year    before.) 
He  was  authorized   to  make  that  promise, 
and  he  went  to  the  electors  and  gave  them 
the  pledge.      Strong  speeches  were  being 
made  by  Mr.  Burke  and  his  friends  in  the 
Riding,^  calling     upon     half-breeds     and 
French    Canadians    to  vote    against    the 
Liberal  candidate,  who  would  likely  pass 
laws  interfering  with   their  institutions.    It 
was  said,  'Are  you  going  to  put  into  power 
men,  who,  when  they  get  office,  will  legis- 
late away  your  schools  and  your  language  ?' 
This  became  practically   the  leading  (]iies- 
tion  of  the  campaign,  and  the  contest  was  a 
crucial   one.     Should   the   Liberals  win,  it 
was  plain,  in  view   of  the  losses  sustained 
by  the  ( Jovernment,  they  must  resign.     The 
success  of  the  Liberal  candidate   meant  that 
that   party   woulil   at    once   attain    power, 
while  the  election  of  Mr.  Burke  meant  the 
continuance   of  the    Liberals  in  opposition 
until  this   day.      It   became    necessary    to 
[leet  this  apj)eal  to   the   religious  and  race 
elings  of  the   French  voters  with  some- 
ing  better  than    Mr.   Francis'  promise  to 
lem.  .   .    .    We  had  declared   that  if  re- 
irned   to    power    we   would    remedy    the 
luses  in  connection  with  the  French  print- 
ig,  but  the  idea   of  interfering  with  rights 
guaranteed   by   the   constitution    had  never 
ecri  suggested.    On  the  contrary  the  Liberal 
;aders  had  frequently   declared   upon  the 
tublic  platform  that  these   institutions  were 
)rotectcd.    When   the   (piestion   about  the 
jiberal  policy   became  so    prominent  and 
u'gent  in  St.   Francois  Xavier,  I  was  con- 


sulted about  it,  and  Mr.  Jompk  Martin  wm 
asked  to  go  out  and  aasist  the  candidate. 
He  went  and  made  theae  promises,  as  I 
knew  he  waa  instructed  to  do,  viz..  That  the 
schools  and  language  of  the  French  Catho- 
lics would  not  ne  interfered  with.  I  went 
with  him  to  a  second  meeting.  It  was  a 
large  gathering  composed  of  French  and 
half-breed  Catholics.  Mr.  Burke  was 
present  and  made  the  same  charges  as  to 
what  the  Liberals  would  do  if  in  office. 
He  appealed  to  his  co-religionists  to  defe:;t 
Mr.  Francis  and  save  their  language  and 
their  schools.  Mr.  Martin  in  a  powerful 
speech  denounced  the  statements  of  Mr. 
Burke  and  his  friends  as  false.  He  told  the 
meeting  that  it  never  was  the  policy  of  the 
Liberals  to  interfere  with  the  French  or 
Catholic  institutions,  and  appealed  to  them 
to  trust  the  Liberals  and  support  their  can- 
didate. As  I  was  president  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Liberal  Association,  he  appealed  to 
me  to  put  him  right  if  he  were  wrong.  He 
went  further  and  gave  a  positive  pledge  in 
the  name  cf  the  Liberal  party  that  they 
would  not  do  so.  I  know  that  Mr.  Green- 
way  was  a  party  to  that  promise.  I  have 
always  thought  that  the  establishing  of  the 
present  school  law  abolishing  Catholic 
schools  was,  in  the  face  of  this  definite 
promise,  a  gross  wrong," 

This  is  the  testimony    of  the  head  and 
front  of  the  Liberal   party  of  Manitoba  of 
the  day.    The  French  took  the  Liberals  at 
their  word,   and  Mr.   B\irke  was  defeated. 
The  Harrison  administration   resigned  and 
Messrs.  Grejnway  and  Martin   came  into 
power.    In  order  to  make  themselves  solid 
with  the  French  members  for  the  session,  it 
was  deemed  necessary  to  take  one  of  them 
into   the  new   ministry.      The    choice  fell 
upon   Mr.   Prendergast,  a  learned  and  elo- 
quent young  French  lawyer.     Before  Mr. 
Prendergast  would  accept  office  in  the  new 
cabinet  he  sought  the  sanction  of   Arch- 
bishop  Tache.      His    Lordship  requested 
some  further  assurance   that   the  separate 
schools  would   not  be  interfered  with,  and 
thereupon  Mr.  Greenway   sent  two  trusted 
friends,  called   upon   his  lordship,  and  as- 
sured him  that   he,  Mr.  Greenway,  would 
preserve  the  French   and  Catholic  institu- 
tions   intact.      Mr.    Prendergast,  with  his 
lordship's  consent,  was   duly  sworn  in  Pro- 
vincial   Secretary,      In    the  bye  elections 
which  followed,  the  matter  was  not  referred 
to  save  by  one  Liberal   orator,  a  member  of 
Mr.  Greenway's  cabinet,  who,  at  a  meeting 
at  Fort   Ellice,  declared    that    "the  scare 
about  the  abolition   of  the  sejiarate  schools 
was  a  nightmare  invented  by   Dr.  Morrison 
to   terrify   the    French    electors    and  keep 
them   within    the    Conservative   fold."      I 
<|Uote   his    words    as    they    were    uttered. 
When   the   House    met   for    business,  Mr. 
Greenway   proceeded  to  pass  a  gerrymander 
Act  which  altered  the   Iwundaries  of  every 
single  constituency  in  the  province  and  ad- 
justed  the   new  Ridings  in  such  a  manner 
that,   except   in   half  a  dozen  instances,  no 
Conservative  candidate  could  enter  the  con- 
test with  any   reasonable   chance  of  saving 
his  deposit.     Then  he  dissolved  the  House. 
Now,   if  thee   had  been  a  demand  of  the 
people  of  Manitoba    for   the   abolition  of 
separate  schools  ;  if  there  had  been  any  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  sermrate  schorl  law,  is 
it  not  reasonable  to  suppose   that  in   the 
campaign  which  followed  the  matter  would 
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liHve  beer  diHCUHiie<I  from  every  platform  ? 
Nay.  Iiiid  the  (lovi  rnment  been  cleHirouH  of 
olilaininK  an  oxprcHHion  of  the  wi.sheii 
of  the  |ic(>|>le  of  thn  |)''()vincc  on  no 
nionientouH  h  tjixHtion,  wonid  they  not 
hare  forniiilHted  their  policy  in  r(<Kar(i  to 
it,  and  woiikl  they  not  have  asked  the  pro- 
|ile  to  siiKtuin  them  ii|  'i\  it.  The  tiuexlion 
nevev  van  rej'nred  Ui  once  Ihrow/hvuf  the  whole 
camiiUKjn.  I  niVNcIf  acldrcsHcd  nieetipj^s  in 
conipuny  willi  TVIr.  (Jrcenway,  Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Nelson  and  ( ther  LiliernJH;  and  uhile  I 
vigorously  assuiied  the  gjtieral  poiii'y  of 
the  l^iherHls  all  alorif?  the  line,  yel  in  view 
of  the  dclinite  dcchirationH  and  pIcd^eH 
made  l>y  these  mnthinen  that  they  would 
not  interlVre  with  the  scMarnte  school  law,  I 
did  iKit  fed  jiKstilied  in  still  further  w  '•ninj; 
the  Catholics  of  the  calamity  in  si  fur 
them. 

This  campai(,'n  look  place  in  Jniie,  580. 
In  Angiist  of  that  year  Mr.  Dalton  Mc- 
Cartl-y,  wiio  was  endeavoring  to  rouse  re- 
ligions strife  in  Ontario  over  the  Jesnils 
Kstates  Act,  imcked  np  liis  gripsack  and 
started  for  Maiiitola,  ostensihly  for  the 
purpose  of  inangniatinij;  an  Kcpiiil  Rights 
campaign.  He  proceeded  to  the  town  of 
I'ortage  la  Prairie  to  address  a  meeting 
there,  spendinu  the  previims  evening  with 
Mr.  Joseph  INIartin,  Mr.  Green  way's  Attor- 
ney (leneral,  whose  home  was  in  the  town. 

Mr.  Martin  himself  will  hear  me  out  in 
saying  thiit  he  (Mr.  Mar'in)  is  a  pessimist 
as  rignrds  his  niitive  country;  Ihiit  he  has 
always  detested  and  dest)ise(i  the 
Canadian  confederation;  tiiat  lie  has 
oftimeh  [)uhlicly  declared  that,  to  use 
his  own  exprcsion,  "the  dominion 
would  go  to  smash  in  a  few  years,"  that  "a 
dozen  Canadian  l'a(  ilic  Railways  could  n(>t 
hold  the  rotten  conce<-n  together,"  ami  that 
"annex;itiou  to  the  l.'nited  States  wns  the 
only  goal  to  which  t^amidians  should  look." 
lie  will,  I  am  sure,  bear  me  out  in  saying 
that  he  has  always  welcomed  the  advent  of 
any  vexed  (piestir)n  which  j)romised  to  sow 
disiontent  and  strife  among  the  Canadian 
Provinces  ami  people;  and  liiat  the  collapse 
of  tlie  Dominion  would  give  iiim  the  great- 
est satisfaction.  For  this  reason,  thf)ugh  he 
liad  always  railed  at  the  Orangemen  for 
their  general  8up[)ort  of  the  Conservative 
party,  lie  was  ready  to  take  to  his  arms  Mr. 
Dalton  McCarthy  and  his  pet  hobbv  of 
Knual  Rights.  He  attended  Mr.  'Mc- 
Carthy's meeting,  and  while  he  proceeded 
to  say  a  few  words  of  eulogy  upon  Mr.  Mc- ' 
Carthy  and  his  cam|)aign  of  Kijual  Rights, 
like  a  thunderbolt  from  a  clear  noun  day 
sky  came  the  announcement  that  he  and  his 
colleagues  in  the  iJovernment  had  decided 
to  abolish  separate  s(;lioc)ls  and  the  French 
language  in  IVIanitoba. 

His  speech  was  wired  to  Winnipeg,  and 
leading  Catholics,  realizing  that  the  Fort 
Ellice  nightmare  had  materialized  at  last, 
held  a  hurried  consultation  and  sent  a  depu- 
tation to  wait  on  Mr.  Greenway  to  ask  if  the 
(rovernment  intended  to  do  this  thing.  Mr. 
Greenway  replied  "No.  My  Government 
have  no  such  intention.  That  man,  Mar- 
tin, has  made  an  ass  of  himself.  I  must 
get  rid  of  him."  Later  on,  while  they  were 
both  members  of  the  Ministry,  Mr.  Martin 
is  said  to  have  characterized  Mr.  Greenway 
as  "the  most  colossal  liar  of  the  century."  I 
do  not  share  in  these  gentlemen's  estimations 
'of  each  other. 


About  IhiH  time  the  Greenway  Ooyern* 
ment  was  lalmring  in  h  Hloiigh  of  I)e8|H)nd. 
It  waH  torn  by  dimenaionH  within  and  was 
ansaiied  on  all  sides  from  wilhout.  It  was 
charged  by  its  former  l)est  friends  with  hav- 
ing nnide  a  (corrupt  deal  with  the  Manitoba 
and  Northern  I'acitio  Railway  Company, 
whereby  it  was  sai<l  hundreds  of  thousands 
«f  dollars  of  the  people's  riTtiney  found  its 
way  into  the  [tockets  of  certain  members  of 
the  Ministry.  Home  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tlemen who,  immediately  before  they  at- 
tained power,  were  overburdene<l  with  debt 
and  were  about  to  leave  the  itoimtry  to  seek 
their  fortunes  in  the  United  States,  Itecanie 
snildenly  rich  and,  by  their  own  organs — 
newspapers  which  they  owned  and  oontrollt'd 
— were  declared  to  be  "in  the  front  rank  of 
Provincial  Capitalists."  Having  for  years 
been  politically  opposed  to  these  men,  it 
would  not  become  me  to  mention,  nor  would 
I  mention,  these  charges  had  they  not  first 
come  from  their  otvn  supporters  and  friends. 
Mr.  Fisher,  tlio  President  of  tlie  Manitoba 
Liberal  Association,  and  Mr.  Koblin,  a 
most  enthusiastic;  Liberal,  who  moved  the 
address  in  Mr.  Greenway's  first  Parliament, 
went  over  to  the  Opposition.  The  Winnipeg 
Free  Press,  the  greatest  Liberal  paper  west 
of  Toronto,  whose  proprietor  an<l  editor  ha<l 
been  a  colleague  ot  Mr.  (ireenway  while  in 
opposition,  and  who  had  hailed  the  advent 
of  the  Liberals  to  jiower  with  the  most 
e(\static  Joy,  denounced  the  Cabinet  anil 
turned  the  full  force  of  its  powerful  batteries 
against  them.  Their  term  of  office  was 
wearing  on  and  soon  they  would  have  to 
face  the  jieople.  I  believe  that  at  this  time 
Mr.  Greenway  still  preserved  some  regard 
lor  his  rej  ea^ed  pledges  to  preserve  and 
protect  the  institutions  of  the  French  people. 
Hut  Mr.  Martin  and  the  other  members  of 
the  Cabinet  saw  that  by  assailing  the  sepa- 
rate schools  of  the  Catholics  their  rapidly 
failing  ranks  coiihl  be  (piickly  recruited 
from  the  large  Orange  vote  thronghotit  the 
Province,  and  from  the  other  Protestant 
Knglish  speaking  people,  whose  religious 
prejudices  were  being  fanned,  into  a  Haine 
by  the  K(]ual  Rights  agitation.  Mr.  Martin 
anil  his  party  simply  downed  the  Premier 
in  his  own  Cabinet,  and  a  few  weeks  later 
Mr.  Greenway  himself  announced  that  the 
(Jovernnient  had  decided  to  abolish  the 
French  language  and  the  separate  schools. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Prendergast  at  once  resigned 
his  portfolio  and  went  into  opposition. 

Emboldened  by  his  triumph  over  the 
scruples  of  his  Premier,  and, it  is  said,  being 
dei'i<ledly  atheistic  in  his  views,  Mr.  Martin 
went  a  step  further,  and  ne.xt  announced 
that  the  schools  about  to  be  established  by 
his  Government  would  not  only  be  non-sec- 
tarian, but  in  the  strictest  sense  secular;  that 
neither  the  name  of  God,  nor  the  word  of 
God,  should  be  mentioned  in  them;  no 
prayers  should  be  ottered  up  by  teachers  or 
pupils;  none  of  the  sublime  lessons  of  the 
Bible  should  be  read  in  the  presence  of  the 
children,  nor  should  any  devotional  hymns 
be  sung,  and  in  every  possible  manner  the 
Christian  religion,  with  its  noble  teachings, 
the  bulwarks  of  our  civilization,  was  to  be 
ignored  and  tabooed.  Strange  as  it  may 
seem — and  it  seems  more  strange  to  me  be- 
cause I  am  a  member  of  the  Orange  society 
— a  prominent  Orangeman  was  found  who 
gave  his  unqualified  approval  to  this  pre- 
posterous suggestion.    Mr.  Stewart  Mulvey, 


a  KMtleman  who  wan  anxlouH  to  find  an  ex- 

cum  for  fomakinK  the  OonHervalive  party, 
becaiiHe  Hir  John  Mac^iiimHliI  n  fiiHcd  to 
make  liiiii  n  H«<iiHt<ir,  is  on  n-coni  rn  Haying, 
while  H<i(lrt-MhinK  :i  piililie  nieftini;  at  Win- 
ni|><>^,  that  'the  only  iihi>  for  tht*  Uihiein  the 
piililic  Hchotil  witH  to  hoht  up  the  window 
mhU  wiien  the  ctihoolrooni  ri'iiuired  to  l)e 
cooi.Mi  oil;" 

Tins  proHpect  of  tlie  eHtaljIisliment  of 
purely  Hcciihir  HchoolN  riUHcd  n  Htorrn 
throughout  the  I'rovime.  Tlic  leading 
lU'WKpiipt'rs  Hi'nt  circuiHrs  to  piumincnt 
farmers,  niercluinls  and  profcHHional  men  all 
over  the  country,  anking  their  views  on  the 
ijuestion,  and  the  replies  were  so  unanimouH 
against  the  hanishinenl  of  tin-  J3ilile  from 
ihe  s(  hools  that  Mr.  Martin  was  forci>d  to 
reeedo  from  his  radical  position.  Then 
came  the  cession  of  the  Ijegislature,  (hiring 
whii'h  Mr.  Martin,  the  man  who  had  pledged 
tlie  honor  of  the  Liberal  party  not  to  inter- 
fere nilh  the  ligiits  and  privileges  of  the 
French,  in  a  House,  not  a  single  meinher  of 
which  was  elected  upon  the  school  (pustion. 
iiitrodiiced  and  (tarried  througli  the  Acts  to 
abolish  the  oflicial  use  of  the  KreiK^h  lan- 
guage, and  to  disesti.hlish  the  system  of 
sepanile  scliools  wbi(th  hud  ^tood  lor  twenty 
years,  and  against  which  there  never  was  a 
murmur.  Thus  did  he  make  good  the 
threats  of  the  liiberals  'to  ir«a  even  with  the 
French,"  for  their  long  support  of  the  Con- 
servative pariy. 

1  have  staled  before  that  both  the  C.itlioli(3 
and  Trotestant  lioaids  of  ScIkioI  Trustees 
had  ac(|u'red  valuable  scluxd  properties 
under  the  separate  school  law.  Did  Messrs. 
Cireenway  and  jVartin  oiler  the  Roman 
Callioli(!s  of  the  Province  any  compensation 
for  their  property?  No.  But  by  a  provision 
of  the  new  Act  all  the  jiroperty  of  the 
Catholic  .school  district"  Wiis  ruthlessly  con- 
fiscated and  vested  in  the  I'rotestiint  School 
Boards.  Thus  were  not  only  their  constitu- 
tional righls  trampled  upon,  but  their  lands, 
buildings, goods  and  chattels  were  in  a  sense 
looted,  appropriated  ai>d  disiiibmed  among 
the  Protestant  peoj)le.  It  was  retaliation 
with  a  vengeance.  But  did  it  stop  there? 
No. 

As  I  have  stated  before,  the  Catholic  peo- 

Iile  of  Manitoba  are  chiefly  French  half- 
reeds — people  as  intelligent  as  the  French 
of  our  own  Province.  They  controlled  from 
eight  to  ten  votes  in  the  Legislature  when 
the  Greenway Martin  CJovtrnment  came 
into  power.  Alter  the  passing  of  iiie  pres- 
ent Hchool  Act  Mr.  Greenway,  in  due  course 
of  time,  appealed  to  the  people.  But  he  did 
not  dare  to  appeal  to  the  ccnsituencies 
which  had  returned  the  large  folhtwing 
which  he  had  in  the  House.  He  did  not 
dare  trust  the  electorate  with  even  a  shadow 
of  Catholic  influence  in  it,  but  proceeded  for 
a  second  time  to  gerrymander  the  entire 
Province,  cutting  and  carving  the  ridings  so 
that,  with  the  excejition  of  two  constitu- 
encies, the  last  vestige  of  French  or  Catholic 
influence  was  swept  away.  Every  Catholic 
j)ari8h  was  attached  to  some  overwhelmingly 
Protestant  riding,  and  in  every  case  where 
it  was  possible  to  a  Liberal  riding.  At  our 
last  Provincial  election  Mr.  Blair  succeeded 
in  getting  rid  of  a  thorn  in  the  flesh  in  the 
person  of  Dr.  Atkinson  of  Carleton.  What 
would  you  think  of  Mr.  Blair's  methods  if, 
in  order  to  swamp  his  opponent  lie  had 
taken  a  strip  of  Carleton  County  ten  miles 


wide  along  the  river Itunk,  and  had  attached 

it  to  Victoria?  Or  what  would  you  think 
of  tlie  jiiHtice  of  hiH  (»uHe  if,  in  order  lo 
Bwamp  the  French  vote  of  Madawaska  lie 
had  attache(i  the  whole  conntv  to  Kesti- 
goiiche  or  Northiimlmrland?  Vc^  that  in 
just  the  way  in  which  Mr.  Greenway  made 
iiimscl  Holid  in  Manitoba  on  the  school 
(piestion  after  he  had  enacted  the  present 
scluHil  law.  He  sim|ily  wiped  out  the 
French  Catholic  vote,  and  then  proclaimed 
to  the  world  thai  the  people  of  Manitoba  had 
sustained  his  school  law.  But  this  was  Mr, 
Green  ay's  favorite  method  of  dealing  with 
hii<  opponents.  As  an  instance  I  may  cilu 
the  case  of  Mr.  y\cton  Burrows,  (he  man- 
ager (jf  the  Winnipeg  Call,  a  Conservative 
newspaper.  When  Mr.  Greenway  came 
into  power  he  found  that  Mr.  Acton  Burrows 
had  a  live  years  contract  with  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  departmental  printing.  He 
promptly  cancelled  the  contract,  divided  the 
printing  up  among  his  own  friends — his  col- 
league, Mr.  Martin,  as  owntr  of  the  Portage 
Liberal,  getting  a  good  share — and  then 
proceeded  to  introduce  an. I  fiass  a  siiecial 
act  providing  that  this  particular  citizen, 
Mr.  Acton  Burrows,  should  be  debarred 
from  entering  any  action  in  the  courts  to 
recover  damages  for  breach  of  contract — the 
only  instance  in  the  history  of  the  liritish 
empire  where  a  sidiject  of  the  Crown  was 
debarred  from  invoking  the  power  of  the 
law  for  the  redress  of  his  wrongs.  I  merely 
mention  this  cin^imstance  to  show  that  the 
spirit  of  justice  and  fair  play  was  a  stranger 
to  these  men. 

I  do  not  think  that  any  member  of  Mr, 
Greenway's  cabinet  will  say  that  this  sketch 
of  the  events  which  led  up  to  the  present 
Alanitoba  school  difliculty  is  biased  or  i:i- 
accurate. 

The  jiresent  position  of  this  vexed  (pies- 
tion is  this — The  Judicial  Committee  of  the 
Privy  Council  has  declared  that  the  Mani- 
toba School  Act  is  intra  vires — that  the 
Manitoba  Legislature  had  the  powe.-  to  pass 
this  Act.  As  1  have  stated  before,  prior  to 
the  admission  of  Manitoba  into  the  Union, 
the  French  and  English  communities  in  the 
territory  established  and  maintained  at 
their  own  expense  their  respective  schools. 
The  judgment  of  the  Lords  of  the  Privy 
Council  is  in  these  words,  "Notwithstanding 
the  Public  Schools  Act  of  1890,  Roman 
Catholics  and  members  of  every  other  re- 
ligious body  in  Manitoba  are  free  to  estab- 
•  lish  schools  throughout  the  province.  They 
are  free  to  maintain  their  schools  by  fees  or 
voluntary  subscriptions;  they  are  free  to 
conduct  their  schools  according  to  their  own 
religious  tenets  without  iiiolesUition  or  in- 
terference. No  child  is  compelled  to  attend 
a  public  school." 

But  Section  93,  Sub-sec.  3  of  the  British 
North  America  Act  says  :  "Where  in  any 
province  a  system  of  separate  or  dissentient 
schools  exists  by  law  at  the  union  or  is 
thereafter  eatablinhed  by  Ihe  Laijidalure  of  the 
province,  an  apj^al  shall  lie  to  the  (Jovernor 
(reneral  in  Connuil  from  any  Act  or  de- 
decision  of  any  provincial  authority  afTect- 
ing  any  right  or  j)rivilege  of  the  Protestant 
or  Roman  Catholic  minority  of  the  Queen's 
subjects  in  relation  to  education." 

Now,  as  soon  as  the  Province  of  Manitoba 
was  organized,  its  legislature  did  "thereafter 
establish  a  system  of  separate  or  dissentient 
schools,"  which  existed  for  twenty  years. 


V  the  Britinh  North  AnVvricn  Act  tn  the 
ninHtitirtion  of  (he  Dominion  of  Canada,  it 
certainly  by  (IiIk  Mfclion  providen  a  remedy 
for  thfi  wrongH  of  (he  (jiicen'N  Uomnn  Ca- 
tiiolic  Hiitij  vtn  ill  Msiiiitoha.  Hut  it  in 
clnimod  llrit  the  pntvinionH  of  tlie  Npeciiil 
Miinitoliii  Act  errluili'il  Hoclion  93  of  the 
Hritinh  North  Americii  Act  in  the  nintter  of 
le^iHlHtion  iitfiecliiiK  (■(inciition  in  Manitohii. 
TliiH  Ih  of  cdiirwe  a  iimtter  for  ihc  courts  to 
decide.     Jiiit  tlie  M.uillohii  Act  HuyH: 

"Section  22 — Fn  and  for  the  Province  the 
Niiid  liegiHlittiire  iiiuy  exchiNJvely  make  htwH 
in  rcHpect  to  education,  siiiiject  and  nccord- 
injj  to  the  following  provinionH: 

(1)  Nitihivij  in  any  xur.h  law  hIkiII  prejudi- 
ciiillu  iiffecl  nv;/  ri(/ht  or  pririlifie  willi  reHjicct 
to   de 


Ordet-in-Coundl  cklUng  npon  the  MRnitobii 
I<<>xialature  to  reatore  thnae  nrivilegm.  If 
that  Ii4>f(iHialure  i>e  then  lod  by  Mr.  Orcen- 
way,  it  will,  without  doiiht,  rcfiiae  to  relieve 
the  minority  on  whoae  throat  it  haa  already 
preawd  ita  iron  heel.  In  that  ra»««  the  Con- 
Mitiition  providea  that  the  Parliament  of 
Canada  may  make  (and  thin  impliea  that 
they  miiHt  make)  reme<Mal  lawn  restoring 
that  minority  to  ila  former  favored  poaition. 
The  Dominion  Government  will  notahirk 
itH  duly.  No  matter  what  itoaition  it  takea 
we  may  depend  upon  it  that  that  poaition 
will  he  fiercely  HBsailed  and  denotinecil  by 
the  liiberal  party  thronghout  the  country. 
Then  it  will  be  that  the  Cotwcrvative  parly 
miiMt  rally  to  the  aupport — of  their  leader? 


nominational   ccIkioIh  which  any  claaa       No!       But  rally  to  the  aiipport  and   defence 


of  persons  liave  by  law  or  practice  in  the 
Province  at  the  I'liion.  Under  tbiH  secrtion 
the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council  have  decided 
that  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Manitoba  bad 
no  case.     Diit  the  second  sub-section  says: 

(2)  An  appeal  shall  lie  to  the  Governor 
(Jeneral  in  Council  from  any  a«'t  or  dociisior. 
of  llie  Legislature,  or  of  any  Provincial  au- 
thority, affedinij  nny  rif/lil  or  priviler/e  of  the 
Protestant  or  Koinaii  Catholic  minority  of 
the  Queen's  subjects  in  relation  to  educa- 
tion. 

Hub-section  3  provides  that  in  case  any 
such  appeal  is  entertained  and  upheld  by  the 
(loveriiorGeneral-in-C;ouncil,  and  the  or- 
ders in  Council  in  regard  thereto  are  not 
olwyed  by  the  Manitoba  Government,  the 
Parliament  of  Canada  may  pass  reuiediul 
laws  for  their  due  ex<?cution. 

Was  any  right  or  privilege  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  minority  aHect.-d  by  the  Manitoba 
Schools  Act  of  ]8!)0?  I  think  that  I  have 
shown  that  every  right  and  privilege  they 
bad  was  ruthlessly  swept  away.  These 
righLs  and  privileges  were  acquired  after  the 
union  from  the  Legislature  of  the  Province; 
and  here,  in  the  Constitution  of  Manitolm,  is 
an  express  provision  for  the  redress  of  the 
minority,  wbot-e  rights  and  privileges  have 
thus  been  invaded.  The  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada  is  now  considering  the  (juestion  a«  to 
whether  or  not  the  Government  of  Canada 
hfui  the  right  to  entertain  the  appeal  of  the 
Catholic  minority.  I  do  not  wish  to  antici- 
pate the  judgment  of  the  Hupreme  Court, 
but  from  the  standpoint  of  a  layman  I  do 
not  see  how  the  Court  can  declare  otherwise 
than  that  the  Governor-(ieneral-in-Council 
has  the  right,  and  conse(|uent  duty,  to  enter- 
tain that  appeal.  iSliould  that  be  their  ju<lg- 
ment,  then  we  will  be  on  the  eve  oV  the 
greatest  crit-is  that  has  occurred  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  confederation.  Hitherto  the  issue 
hiW  lain  between  the  (Jatholic  minority  in 
Manitoba  and  the  I'lovincial  Legislature. 
Then  it  will  lie  between  the  people  of  Can- 
ada and  the  majority  in  Manitoba.  In  the 
{)assionate  strife  which  will  follow,  race  will 
•e  arrayed  against  race,  and  religion  against 
religion.  Catholics  and  Prolislanis  will  be 
incited,  figuratively  speaking,  to  (!y  at  each 
others'  throats.  Then  it  will  be  tlmt  the 
manhood  of  Canada  will  be  called  upon  to 
assert  itself  and  rescue  the  honor  of  the  Can- 
adian people.  For  if  the  Manitoba  Catho- 
lics can  make  good  their  appeal,  if  they  can 
show  that  rights  and  privileges  which  they 
enjoyed  by  law  up  to  1891  weie  swept  away 
by  the  Schools  Act  of  that  year,  then  the 
Constitntion  of  Canada  provides  that  the 
Governor-General-in-Council  shall  issue  an 


of  the  honor  of  their  country,  their  motto 
lieing  'let  justice  be  done  though  the  heav- 
ens fall." 

I5ut  the  cry  is  already  being  raised  "let 
the  majority  rule;  let  Manitolia  settle  the 
(jiiestion  accoriling  to  the  wishes  of  her  own 
iiinjorily."  Hut  the  nmjority  does  not  al- 
ways rule.  It  is  one  of  the  glories  of  Eng- 
land's unwrittrn  ccmstitiition  that  "Might 
shall  not  trample  on  the  throat  of  Right." 
She  maintains  the  loyal  aHection  of  her  vast 
Indian  empire  because  she  respects  and  pro- 
tects the  particular  rights  and  privileges  of 
its  many  religious  sects,  and  doe^  not  allow 
the  more  powerful  to  oppress  the  weaker. 
She  annexed  the  Transvaal  becjiuse  the 
Hoers  refused  to  do  justice  to  the  weaker 
Kaflir  tribes  around  them.  When  she  wrest- 
ed Canada  from  the  dominion  of  France,  ^lie 
guaranteed  the  protection  of  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  helpless  French  on  the 
shores  ot  the  St.  Lnwrence;  and  when  she 
ceded  to  us  the  great  Northwestern  Terri- 
tory, she  imposed  upcm  us  the  condition 
that  we  should  respect  the  rights  of  the 
French  halfbreeds  and  the  bands  of  Indians 
who  roamed  over  those  boundless  plains. 
And  a  short  time  ago  the  House  of  LoriJs 
threw  out  the  Home  Rule  bill  of  Gladstone 
because,  though  it  contained  certain  clauses 
for  the  [irotection  of  the  minority,  it  wouhl 
hand  over  that  minority  to  the  rapacity  of 
an  insensate  majority.  If  the  minority  in 
Manitoba  are  not  to  be  protected,  why  were 
those  wiving  clauses  placed  in  the  Manitoba 
and  in  the  British  North  America  Acts? 
Are  they  to  be  a  mere  waste  of  words?  Have 
we  any  right,  by  a  warped  judgment  upon  a 
technicality,  to  defeat  the  expressed  inten- 
tions of  the  frainers  of  those  acts? 

Mr.  Dallon  MiCartliy.  and  a  host  of  other 
lesser  ligli  s  throughout  ('aiiada,  have  tle- 
clared  that  these  clauses  tor  Hie  preservation 
of  sepanite  s<  1  ools,  when  once  establishe<l, 
were  lorced  iino  these  acts  by  liomaii  ( 'atho- 
lic  inlluerice.  Thai  is  not  so.  They  were 
(>lacc<l  in  the  Hiitish  North  America  Act  «.s 
till'  one.  rniidiiiim  f)?t  vliich  tliv  Prolt'slanI  vii- 
noiilif  ')/  the  Province  oj  (^adnr,  would  aKsent 
to  confederation.  The  vast  majority  of  the 
j)er)ple  of  t^uebcc  were  Caiholics.  The 
sinill  Protestant  min(uity  had  their  separate 
or  dissentient  scliools.  In  one  of  the  con-/ 
federation  debates  in  the  Parliament  ofj 
Upper  and  L^jwer  C;iiiada,  speaking  of  the 
Protestant  minority,  Sir  John  Rose  said:\ 
"I  know  you  must  satisfy  them — the  Protes- 
tants— that  their  schools  for  all  time  ta 
come  are  safe,  and  that  the  interests  of  thel 
minority  are  hedged  around  with  such  safe^ 
guards  that  those  who  come  after  us  will 


y,   their  motto 
ough  tlie  heav- 


[feel  thai  they  are  pfntected  in  »11  thit  thev 

'  hold  <leiir."     Again  li«  wihl,  "I  believe  thtH 

jiHtln'  ftiHt  liniB  in  the  lilMtory  of  Lo»er 
('anailu  that  thertt  hiwt  heen  any  excitt'inent, 

[or  movement  or  agitation,  on  the  part  of  the 
EmgliMh  I'roteHlanlH  in  reference  to  llie  Cloni- 

Inton  School  (jneHtion.  ItiHth  irHt  time  in 
tne  hiHtory  of  the  oonnlry  that  there  Inm 
been  any  HerionH  apprehension  aronHe«l 
amongHt   them    regarding    the    elpmenlary 

leihieation  of  their  (:hil<lr('n.  I  would  uhk 
mv  honorable  friend,  the  Attorney  General 
Ka«t,  whether  the  HyMtem  of  ednealion  now 
in  forw)  in  Ijower  Cana<la  in  to  remiiin  and 
be  the  HyKteni  of  ediiealion  for  all  time  to 
come,  and  if  whatever  rigiitH  are  given  to 
either  of  the  religiouN  Heetionn  nliall  continue 
to  lie  guaranteed  to  them?"  Sir  (Jeorge 
(Jartier.that  eminent  Catholic  leader,  replied, 
"Tt  Ih  the  intention  of  the  (iovernment  that 
in  that  law  (the  Act  of  Confeilenition)  there 

i  will  be  a  proviHion  that  will  secure  to  the 
Protentant  minority  in  Lower  (Canada  Huch 
management  and  control  over  their  hcIiooIm 
iui  will  Hatisfy  them." 

Hon.  Mr.  Laframboise,  a  Frendi  ('alholic, 
Haid:  "There  is  one  certain  fact,  and  that  is 
that  the  Protestants  of  LoWfT  Caniula  have 
nai<l  to  the  Government,  'Paws  a  meiutnre 
which  Hball  guarantee  to  iIh  the  Htability  ami 
protection  of  our  separate  schools  system 
and  of  our  religious  institutions,  and  we  will 
support  your  scheme  of  confederation;  un- 
less you  do  we  will  never  support  you,  be- 
cause we  do  not  wish  to  place  ourselves  at 
the  mercy  of  a  local  legislature,  three-fourths 
of  which  will  be  Roman  Catholics.' " 

When   Sir   George  Cartier  introduced  in 
the  Parliament  of  the  two  Canadas  a  bill  to 
so  amend  the  P^ducutional  Act  as  to  grant  to 
the  Protestant  minority  exclusive  privileges 
which  they  could  claim  as  their  own  on  en- 
tering confeileration,  the  Catholics  of  Upper 
Canada  demanded  the  same  privileges.  The 
Upper  Canada  Protestants   protested,   and 
tlie  Government,  fearing  defeat,  withdrew 
I  thebill.  SirGeorge  Cartier  then  rose  and  said, 
"I  ask  you  Protestant,  gentlemen  of  Lower 
Canada  to  take  my  word  for  it,  and  I  now 
give  you  my  pledge,  that  when  confedeiation 
is  formed,  and  when  Quebec  has  a  legisla- 
ture of  its  own,  one  of  its  first  acts  will  be  to 
put  on  the  Statute  Book  the  law  wliich  we 
I  could  not  get  on  our  Statute  Book  here  to- 
1  day — a  law   conserving  to  the  Protestant 
I  minority  forever  their  right  to  separate  or 
I  dissentient  schools."      Sir  George   Cartier 
[manfully  redeemed  that  promise,  and  the 
Union  Act  was  then  enlarged  in  its  educa- 
I  tion  clauses  so  as  to   protect  forever  "any 
■Hystem  of  separate  or   dissentient   schools 
[  thereafter  e»lablished  by  any  letjidalure." 

Thus  we  see  that  it  was  the  Protestants 
;  who  are  responsible  for  these  conserving 
clauses  being  in  the  Union  Act,  and  when 
our  Catholic  fellow  citizens  demand  protec- 
tion under  them,  they  are  simply  turning 
upon  the  Protestants  the  guns  of  their  own 
citadel.  I  ask  you  to  contrast  Sir  George 
Cartier's  manner  of  redeeming  his  pledge  to 
the  Protestants  of  Quebec  with  that  of  Mr. 
Martin,  of  Manitoba,  who  pledged  the  faith 
of  himself  and  the  Liberal  party  of  Mani- 
toba to  the  French  Catholics  of  St.  Francois 
Xavier,  and  then  introduced  and  carried 
through  the  House  a  bill  abolishing  the 
one  privilege  which  they  most  highly 
prized. 


'i'!;er«  U  imother  iniUnce  in  the  history 
ofour  country  where  s|H)cial  protecUion  has 
lM>en  provide*!  for  a  minority,  and  that,  too, 
a  Protestant  minority.  The  twelve  coun- 
tieH  known  as  the  Kaittern  Townships  com- 
prise the  Knglish  part  of  llii>  I'rovinct*  of 
Quebec.  At  the  time  of  the  union  they  had 
twelve  representatives  in  the  lii-gislature. 
They  thought  if  they  went  into  C«)n- 
federation  that  the  local  Ijegislature  of 
Quebec  might  do  as  Mr.  Greenwav  did  with 
the  French  Ridings  in  Manitoha  twenty 
years  later,  cut  and  carve  them  up  or  wipe 
them  out  altogether,  and  they  (femanded 
that  the  liritish  North  America  Act  prol>>ct 
them.  That  protection  was  conceded  to 
them,  and  the  Union  Act  to«lay  provides 
that  the  Legislature  of  Quebec  shall  have  no 
power  to  change  those  Counties  in  respect  to 
their  representation  by  any  gerrymander  or 
redistribution  act,  unless  such  change  should 
be  sanctioned  by  a  nnjority  of  the  twelve 
Protestant  rejiresentatives.  I  commend  these 
pointH  in  the  history  of  confederation  to  Mr. 
ballon  McCarthy  for  his  very  careful  perusal. 

.We  see  that  fn  every  instance  where  spe- 
cial privileges  have  been  sought  and  ob- 
tained in  the  Dominion  they  have  been  first 
sought  and  obtained  by  Protestants.  What 
justification  is  there  then  for  railing  at  our 
('atholic  fellow  cili/.ens  in  Manitoba  and 
^sllying  to  them  "you  obtained  these  separate 
schools  by  undue  influence  and  clerical  in- 
trigue, and,  right  or  wrong,  we  will  wrest 
them  from  you.  Yet  this  is  in  eflect  the 
language  of  Mr.  Greenway  and  his  (lovern- 
ir-  it  and  of  vtr.  l)alt(m  McCarthy  and  his 
following.  Contrast  it  with  the  language  of 
Sir  E.  P.  Tache,  an  eminent  Catholic,  a 
brother  of  the  present  Archbishop  Tache  ot 
Winnipeg,  who,  in  the  old  Parliament  of 
Canada,  nefore  confederation,  said:  "The 
hon.  gentleman  says  that  if  Jjower  Canada 
goes  into  confederation,  the  Legislature  of 
Quebec  might  pass  acts  which  would  de- 
prive the  Protestant  element  of  their  educa- 
tional institutions,  their  rights  and  their 
property.  If  that  legislature  were  insensate 
enough  or  wicked  enough  to  commit  such  a 
flagrant  act  of  injustice  against  the  Protest- 
ant community,  they  would  be  restrained 
and  checked  by  the  Federal  Government." 
In  the  light  of  this  history  where  is  the 
foundation  for  the  statement  that  separate 
schools  was  a  concession  to  the  Roman 
Catholics? 

I  wa3  present  in  the  House  at  Winnipeg 
when  the  Hon.  Mr.  Martin  introduced  his 
now  famous  school  bill  doing  away  with  sep- 
arate schools.  In  the  course  of  his  speech 
he  said:  "But  have  we  any  precedent  in 
Canada  for  such  an  act  as  this?  Fortunately 
we  have  a  precedent.  In  the  Province  of 
New  Brunswick  in  1871  the  Legislature 
passed  the  Common  Schools  Act,  abolishing 
separate  schools  in  that  Province,  and  that 
act  was  upheld  by  the  Lords  of  the  Privy 
Council."  He  tlien  went  on  to  read  some 
statements,  said  to  have  been  made  by  In- 
spector Dole  and  others  of  St.  John,  to  the 
effect  that  separate  schools  did  exist  in  New 
Brunswick  before  the  Act  of  1871.  We 
know  that  no  such  schools  ever  existed  by 
law  in  this  Province.  The  Roman  Catholics 
made  a  desperate  fight  for  them  then  but 
were  worsted  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  New 
Brunswick,  and  before  the  .Judicial  Commit- 
tee of  the  Privy  Council  of  England,  in  the 
case  of  the  Town  of  Portland  vs.  Maher,  be- 
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OMW  t)ielr  cut  hai)  not  a  Im  to  lUnd  on. 
Tliuir  ciw«  WBH  M)  laiiitt  that  the  Lortia  of  the 
I'rivy  Council  «l'<lu<»t  evon  t«ll  upon  Attor- 
ney Citnerti  King  to  reply,  hut  <lelivcre«l 
juuKmeiit  fortliwitli.  And  in  luuwinK  I  niaj 
■ay  that  in  <leliv(>ring  the  jutlgnient  of  that, 
the  highfNt  and  nioHt  auguitt  court  of  the 
realm,  Lonl  JuHtiw  JanieN  paid  tin  cialleti 
trihute  to  th«  lU'livorauci'  upon  the  (piestiuii 
of  tho  late  Judge  l"i»lu'r  ot  llie  New  Urunn- 
wick  Hupreriie  Court.  If  the  iuHtice  of  Mr. 
Marlin'M  Act  depended  upon  the  eziittunceof 
a  precedent  in  the  New  lirunMwick  ciiHe,  it 
were  foundationlew  indeed. 

Ah  Inaid  hefore,  the  diHCUHHion  an<l  inter- 
])retHtion  of  the  lawn  U-aring  upon  this  very 
HeriouH  (jiiehtion  is  a  nuitler  properly  belong- 
ing to  learned  couuhcI  and  I  he  courtH.  In 
nketching  the  hiHtory  of  the  trouhlu  in 
Manitoba  I  have  endeavored  to  xhow  that 
the  claim  of  the  Uouian  ('alboiicH  there  has 
a  Htrong  eipiitablc  side;  that  for  twenty 
years  they  enjoyed  tlieir  separate  Hchixda 
an<l  the  privi leges  pertaining  thereto  by  law, 
made  in  conformity  to  the  Constitiilion  (d' 
the  Province;  that  there  never  wiw  any  faidt 
found  with  that  law  by  the  cili/.ens  of  the 
I'rovince;  that  ihose  rights  were  wantonly 
invaded,  and  that  violent  hands  were  laid 
uiKiu  tluwe  privileges  by  the  Ijegislattirc 
after  it  had  wiped  out  tho  French  Catholic 
con.ttiluencies;  that  even  the  property  of  the 
unfortunat'  minority  was  contiseated;  that 
the  parly  reHponHil)le  for  all  this  obtained 
power  by  giving  a  disliuct  promise  to  this 
same  minority  that  it  would  not  do  this 
very  thing;  that  the  whole  thing  was  done 
in  a  spirit  of  revenj;e  and  in  a  most  arrogant 
anti  lyrai.nii  al  nuuiner. 

As  I  said  before,   if  the   .Supreme   Court 
decide  that  the  appeal  of  the  minority  shall 
lie,  and  if  the    minority  succeed  in  making 
gooti  that  appeal,  the  queHtion  will  shortly 
he  prominently  before    us.     The    Provinces 
of  Ontario   and    (Quebec  taken  together  are 
about    evenly    divided.      A    distinguished 
Liberal  statesman   has  described    the  Mari- 
time and  Western  Provinces  as  "the  ragged 
edges  of  the  Dominion."     He  declared  that 
they  held  tne  balance   ot    power  in  sealing 
the  fate  of  the  Government  at  the  last  gen- 
eral election.     It  may    be   that   those  same 
"ragged  edges"  will  have  to  decide  whether 
or  not  justice  shall  be  done  the  minority  in 
Manitoba.     It   behoves   us   then    to  inform 
ourselves  upon  all  the  pha.ses   of  the   ipies- 
tion;  and  in  exercising  our  judgment  to  lay 
aside  all  religioiis'prejudice,  and  bo  endeavor 
to  judge  the  case  on  its  merits  alone.     We 
will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  law  on  the 
matter.    It  will  have  passed  through  all  its 
courses  of  law  before  it  reaches  the  elector- 
ate.    A  jury  judges  of  facts,  not  of  law;  and 
the  jury  of  the  electorate  will  becalied  upon 
to  render  juugment  upon  the  facts  surround- 
ing this  case.     It  is  well  then  that  wc   look 
into  those  facts  in  order  to  be  able  to  render 
an  intelligent  verdict.     We  must  not  be  led 
away  by  the  cry  that  thia  is  a  question  be- 
tween separate  and  non-sectarian  schools. 
It  is  not.     It  is  a  question  of  right  and 
wrong,  or  more  properly  speaking,  of  rights 
and  iwonoa.   It  is  not  a  feud  between  Catho- 
lics and  Protestants  to  be  settled  by  our  re- 
ligious sympathies  or   prejudices,  but  one 
which  demands  our  calmest  and  most  con- 
siderate judgment. 

Anticipating  the  appearance  of  this  que»- 
Uon  in  the  arena  of  federal  politics,  Mr. 


MoCarttiy  aixl  his  ProtMttnt  l^roteotilv*  Ai^ 
Hociation   have  laiinchc<l   out  u|M>n  a  cam- 

|>nign  of  open  hoHtilily  lo  the  Uoman  Cat'  (>- 
ic  church  upon  general  principU*ti.  They 
hope  to  enliMt  the  great  army  of  loval  Or- 
angemen upon  their  side  when  they  fiave  to 
fac-j  this  qu(«tion.  I  am  \tn,\iil  to  l>e  a 
memlter  of  the  Orange  society.  It  is  a  noble 
instiliition,  and  I  wish  ilN  nims,  principles 
and  iirecepls  were  belter  underHtoo«l  by  the 
public  at  large.  Ihit  no  part  of  an  Orange- 
man's obligation  pf.niiiu,  much  less  rtimire» 
him  to  oppress  a  Uoman  ('ntholic  tuliow 
citizen  merely  iH-cause  he  is  a  Komin  Catho- 
lic; and  he  is  bound  by  his  obligation  to 
resist  the  encroachments  of  the  Church  of 
Home  only  bijjuMt  and  Uijltimnle  mtnns.  Is 
it  just  and  legitimate  to  break  solemn 
pledges,  to  violate  solemn  compacts,  to  iu- 
Hiiit,  despoil  and  trample  under  foot  a  weak 
minority  simply  because  that  minority  is 
Koman  Catholic'.'* 

Uhould  the  Legislature  of  (Quebec  abolish 
the  Protestant  separate  schools  of  that  |irov- 
ince  what  a  cry  would  go  up  from  ail  the 
Protestant  lunvspapers  all  over  Canada! 
The  very  men  wiio  now  cry  "Let  the  major- 
ity rule"  would  then  enter  the  lists  to  see 
that  the  minority  should  have  protection; 
and  yk>u  would  tind  Mr.  Daltou  Mi:Carlhy 
in  the  vanguartl  of  those  who  would  be  ready 
to  uusheath  their  sciihbards  for  the  defence 
of  st!parate  I'roUMdiU  schools.  And  if  the 
helpless  Protestant  minority  in  (Quebec 
should  a|)|ieal  to  the  Purliameut  of  Canatia 
for  protection,  would  not  the  entire  country 
endorse  and  support  the  government  which 
would  restore  tbem  to  tlieir  present  .'avorod 
position?  Wiio  would  then  cry  "Let  the 
provin(;ial  majority  rule."  Can  we  atlord  to 
withold  from  the  Catholic  minority  in  Mani- 
toba the  same  justice  which  we  would  read'.ly 
4rant  to  the  Protestants  of  (^iieliec?  Can  wc 
make  llesh  of  one  and  lish  of  ano'herand 
still  maintain  our  own  self-respect?  Will  it 
be  just  for  us  to  ratify  the  wiping  qut  of  the 
separate  schools  of  Manitoba  simply  because 
we  are,  on  general  princi|)les,  opposed  to 
separate  schools,  without  taking  into  consitl- 
eration  the  (lirciimstauces  surrounding  tin' 
case? 

We  cannot  afTorJ  to  adopt  the  Jesuiti- 
cal doctrine  that  the  end  justifies  the 
means.  We  cannot  afford  to  do  wrong 
that  good  n.ay  come.  We  cannot  afford 
to  be  unjust. 

Nearly  nineteen  hundred  years  ago 
there  was  delivered  to  the  world  a  law 
which  has  been  the  greatest  of  all  forces 
in  the  evolution  of  religion,  civilization 
and  society.  It  was  the  law,  "Do  unto 
others  as  you  would  that  they  should  do 
unto,  you."  Actuated  by  the  spirit  of 
that  law,  President  Cleveland  decided  to 
restore  to  her  throne  the  deposed  Ha- 
waiian qtieen.  Should  party  jealousy  or 
republican  hatred  of  monarchical  insti- 
tutions thwart  his  beneficent  purpose, 
the  finger  of  scorn  will  be  turned  upon 
the  United  States  V)y  the  nations  of  the 
world.  Let  not  the  finger  of  scorn  be 
turned  upon  Canada  because  she  shall  re- 
fuse to  be  as  just  and  generouis  as  the 
President  of  the  great  Republic. 

Again,  I  say  that  when  this  question 
comes  before  us  as  it  must  come  if  the 
Government  of  Canada  find  it  their  duty 
to  interfere,  let  our  motto  be,  "I-«t  jus- 
tice be  done  though  the  heavens  fall." 
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